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Colonials,  Half  cent  and  Large  cent  patterns,  Hard  Times  tokens,  Store  cards? 

See  article  on  page  12 

Numismatic  Market  Continues  to  Be  Healthy 
GSNA  25th  Anniversary  Convention  on  Course 

Workers  Needed 

As  we  approach  the  year  2000  AD,  the  coin  and  paper  money  market 
continues  to  be  strong  with  Auctions,  Shows  and  now  the  Internet  reflecting 
feverish  activity  from  all  economic  ranges  of  the  collecting  public.  Last  year  the 
vast  majority  of  dealers  who  took  tables  at  our  convention  said  they  would 
return.  With  the  GSNA's  25th  Anniversary  Convention  scheduled  for  June  1-3, 
2000,  all  we  need  are  an  even  greater  turnout  by  the  collecting  public  and  more 
volunteer  help  to  sustain  us  well  into  the  21st  century.  A  regional  organization 
exists  and  flourishes  through  the  actions  of  its  members.  This  includes  not 
merely  its  elected  officers  but  club  representatives.  There  are  23  GSNA  member 
clubs  with  as  many  as  12  or  more  reporting  their  activities  in  the  Journal 
each  quarter.  From  this  broad  base  of  fellow  numismatists  we  need  just  one 
member  from  each  club  to  take  on  minor  responsibilities  either  during  the  year 
by  attending  some  of  our  meetings  or  at  our  convention.  Right  now,  the  GSNA 
provides  the  only  big  show'  that  brings  in  national  dealers  to  our  state.  Do  you 
really  want  Baltimore,  Orlando,  Long  Beach,  CA  or  wherever  the  ANA  holds 
their  annual  conventions  to  be  the  main  sources  for  your  major  numismatic 
acquisitions,  sales  or  numismatic  social  contacts?  Help  the  GSNA  help  you! 
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OSNA  Convention 

jxjLtie  1-3,  20Oo 

Somerset,  NJ 

Garden  State  Numismatic  Association 
25th  Annual  Convention. 

The  Marriott  Hotel  and  the  Ukrainian  Cultural  Center  are 

located  on  the  Rt.  287  corridor,  between  New  York  City  and 
Philadelphia.  Special  room  rate  of  only  $79  for  dealers. 

Bourse  Fees:  Corner  16  ft.  -  $425  Regular  8  ft.  -  $275 
Early  admission  all  3  days:  $25 

Show  Hours  for  Public 
Thursday,  June  1  1  PM  -  7  PM 

Friday,  June  2  10  AM  -  7  PM 

Saturday,  June  3  10  AM  -  5  PM 

*NJ  Token  &  Medal  Show*  *Club  Meetings* 
*Auction  by  Presidential  Coin  &  Antique  Co.* 
*YN  Program*  *Educational  Programs*  *Exhibits* 

To  reserve  your  table  contact  Tom  Hyland 
PO  Box  26,  Glenwood,  NJ  07418 
Ph:  973-875-7926  Fax:  973-875-7364  E-mail:  TASH(4tapnet.net 
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President's  Message 

Dear  fellow  members. 

With  the  new  millennium  just  around  the  corner.  I've  recently  read 
that  we  are  now  below  the  magic  number  '2000'  hours,  which  equates  to 
roughly  83.3  days.  Obviously  a  momentous  occasion  for  all  of  mankind  and  an 
exciting  time  for  numismatics  as  well,  our  country  will  be  marking  this 
occasion  with  a  year  2000  coin,  the  'Sacagawea'  Dollar  plus  five  more  state 
quarters.  The  GSNA  will  be  celebrating  the  new  millennium  with  its  25th 
Anniversary  Convention,  scheduled  for  June  1-3,  2000.  Towards  that  end  we 
have  already  begun  detailed  planning  and  brainstorming  sessions  in  order  to 
improve  upon  the  success  established  with  the  1999  convention. 

As  you  know,  last  year  was  a  transitional  period  for  us,  moving  the 
convention  to  a  more  centralized  area  located  midway  between  the  New  York 
and  Philadelphia.  This  worked  out  very  well  for  us  and  we  received  many, 
many  positive  feedback's  concerning  the  new  Somerset  location  and  convention 
facility.  At  the  present  time,  we  are  planning  for  additional  bourse  dealers,  an 
expanded  exhibit  area  and  an  interesting  array  of  educational  programs.  As  in 
the  past,  admission  to  GSNA  members  will  remain  free  of  charge. 

I'm  extremely  pleased  to  announce  that  Tom  Hyland  has  once  again, 
consented  to  be  our  General  Show  Chairman  for  the  upcoming  convention.  We 
are  also  in  the  process  of  selecting  the  GSNA  Numismatist  of  the  Year  as  well 
as  GSNA  Member  Club  of  the  Year  for  2000.  We  will  gladly  accept  nominations 
from  GSNA  members  through  the  next  several  months.  Please  let  your  voice  be 
heard.  You  may  contact  Jim  Majoros,  chairman  of  the  nominating  committee. 

The  year  2000  will  also  mark  the  end  of  an  era  for  our  distinguished 
Past  President,  Arno  Safran.  who  will  be  retiring  to  South  Carolina.  As  readers 
of  this  quarterly  newsletter  are  aware,  Arno  as  editor,  is  responsible  for  the 
production  of  this  publication  and  has  authored  a  number  of  interesting  and 
informative  articles  found  in  each  issue.  The  quarterly  journal  is  also  our 
primary  vehicle  for  communicating  new  developments  within  the  organization 
to  our  membership.  1  invite  all  members  of  the  GSNA  to  join  us  for  next  year's 
annual  meeting  so  that  we  may  honor  Arno  for  his  many  years  of  dedication 
and  service  to  the  GSNA.  We  wish  you  and  your  families  the  very  best  of 
holidays,  and  thank  you  for  your  continued  support  of  the  GSNA. 

Best  regards, 

‘Tyobe'it  feeeLs  fo.  *j^>iesident 
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Clubs  Around  the  State 

News  of  past  and  Upcoming  Events  by  your  Coin  Club 

MONDAY  EVENINGS 


Sussex  County  Coin  Club 

meets  at  the  Elks  along  the  Boardwalk  on  Lake  Mohawk 
the  second  Monday  of  the  month 
Angelo  Larceri,  President 

Tom  Stepanski,  Jr.  offered  to  supply  50  States  Quarter  at  his  cost  to  YN's 
including  any  Boy  Scouts  who  attend  the  club  show  or  meetings.  At  the  Oct.  8  meeting 
Steve  Middleton  presented  a  talk  on  Coins  and  the  INTERNET  which  included  web 
site  access,  bidding,  buying  and  selling. 

New  Jersey  Numismatic  Society 

meets  at  the  Helen  Chase  Room  of  the  Madison.  NJ  Public  Library 

the  third  Monday  of  the  month 

Ray  Flanagan  President,  lnternet:coinguy(«>erols.com 

At  the  October  18  meeting.  Michael  Molnar  spoke  on  his  just  published  book. 
The  Star  of  Bethlehem  which  deals  with  the  astronomical  and  astrological  relationships 
to  the  classic  civilizations  as  seen  on  their  coins.  He  brought  copies  of  his  book  to  the 
meeting.  The  November  15  meeting  featured  a  prominent  guest  speaker.  Dr.  Ute 
Wartenburg  who  is  the  Executive  Director  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society  and 
an  authority  on  classical  coinage  and  Papyrology.  She  gave  a  talk  entitled:  Small  but 
Beautiful:  Fractional  Coinage  and  Classical  Coinage. 

Trenton  Numismatic  Club  CLM-008 

Meets  at  the  Jewish  Community  Center  999  Lower  Ferry  Rd  in  Ewing  Twp..  NJ 

on  the  fourth  Monday  of  the  month. 

David  Ronco.  President,  Club  mailing  address  c/o  TNC,  P.O.  Box  8122,  Trenton,  NJ  08650 

The  club  show,  August  29  was  a  huge  success  thanks  again  to  the  efforts  of 
Harry  Garrison,  show  chairman  and  several  key  club  members.  Recent  meetings  have 
featured  talks  by  member  Bob  Witkowsky  who  presented  a  program  in  which  he 
discussed  and  displayed  his  exhibit  of  Coins,  Paper  money.  Tokens  and  Medals 
featuring  Native  Americans:  also  Dave  Wilson  on  why  the  1922  Plain  Lincoln  cent  is 
unique  in  the  way  it  is  graded.  Harry  Garrison  on  the  Magdalen  Island  Fish  tokens  of 
Pre-confederation  Canada.  Ed  Cortisini  on  the  Bureau  of  Engraving's  recently  released 
low  serial  number  / new  and  older/  $20  notes,  and  Arno  Saffan  on  the  scarce  2  Reales 
coinage  of  the  Central  American  Republic.  A  holiday  Club  Buffet  is  planned  for  the 
December  meeting. 

News  of  other  GSNA  Member  Clubs  continue  on  the  next  page 
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Clubs  Around  the  State  (continued  from  previous  page) 

TUESDAY  EVENING  CLUBS 

Ocean  County  Coin  Club 

meets  at  the  Brick  T\vp.  NJ  Municipal  Complex  on  Chambersbridge  Rd.  (aka  Rte.  549) 
on  the  1st  and  3rd  Tuesdays  of  the  month 
James  Majoros.  President 

Ever  since  the  club  switched  its  annual  shows  to  Saturdays  from  Sundays,  it 
has  been  running  one  successful  show  after  another.  The  club's  29th  Anniversary  show 
held  Sat..  Sept.  1 1  was  no  exception.  The  bourse  was  filled  and  there  are  a  number  of 
dealers  on  a  waiting  list  for  next  year's  30th  anniversary  event.  Public  attendance  was 
exceptional.  Five  Exhibits  (two  adult  and  three  junior)  were  on  display  in  eluding 
member  Tom  O'Mara's  noncompetitive  exhibit  on  Fractional  Currency  Inverts  which 
took  Best  In  Show  at  the  International  Paper  Money  Show  held  in  Memphis  last  June. 
Sandy  Ross.  Bourse  Chairman  of  the  Day  said.  "We  could  not  have  accomplished  what 
we  did  w  ithout  the  active  participation  of  club  members." 

At  the  cluh's  annual  banquet  held  at  the  Shrimp  Box  overlooking  Barnegat  Bay 
in  Point  Pleasant,  guest  speaker  Spencer  Peck  gave  a  talk  on  how  the  NJ  State  Quarter 
design  was  selected.  Spence  served  on  the  15  person  committee  appointed  by  Governor 
Christine  Whitman.  At  the  dinner  Dave  Wilson  was  aw  arded  "Club  Numismatist  of  the 
Year"  by  President  Jim  Majoros. 

VVatchung  Hills  Coin  Club 

meets  at  O'Connors  Steak  &  Ale  Restaurant  on  Mountain  Blvd  (aka  Rte  527)  in  VVatchung.  NJ 

on  the  2nd  Tuesday  of  the  month  except  August 

Rich  Berberian,  President 

The  Show  &  Tell  sessions  continue  to  be  the  highlight  of  each  meeting.  To 
speed  up  the  process,  club  members  decided  to  use  a  cam-corder  to  magnify  and  project 
the  coins  on  to  a  TV  monitor  screen  where  they  can  be  seen  clearly  and  comfortably 
from  any  point  in  the  room. 

Northern  Valley  Coin  Club  #CLM-004 

Meets  in  the  Social  Hall  of  the  Demarest  Methodist  Church,  109  Hardenburgh  Avenue  in  Demarest,  NJ 

on  the  fourth  Tuesday  of  the  month 

John  Lorenzo.  President 

It  is  with  great  shock  and  sadness  that  long  time  and  highly  respected 
member  "John  Rosengren  passed  away  suddenly  on  October  4.  From  this 
unfortunate  situation  / the  club/  decided  to  cancel  its  show  /originally  scheduled  for 
Oct.  9/.  We  will  miss  this  great  individual  and  his  wealth  of  information  on  both 
coins  and  the  history  behind  them.  Only  a  true  numismatist  possesses  both  to 
continually  build  his  collection  and  share  this  experience  with  everyone.  John 
Rosegren  unquestionably  had  both  these  qualities. "  John  Lorenzo.  President 

More  Club  News  on  page  6 
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Clubs  Around  the  State  (continued  from  previous  page) 

WEDNESDAY  EV  ENING  CLI  BS 

Roxbury  Coin  Club  #065 

meets  at  the  Roxbury  Tvvp.  Library,  103  Main  St..  Succasunna.  NJ 
on  the  first  Wednesday  of  the  month  (from  7:00  PM) 

Carl  Clegg,  President 

The  Club  Newsletter  has  a  number  of  interesting  numismatic  human  interest 
stories.  One  of  them  appearing  in  the  September  edition  is  related  to  vacation  travel  out 
west  and  Sacagawea  (soon  to  appear  on  the  2000  dollar  coin).  In  September.  Steve 
Sauchelli  gave  a  presentation  on  Love  Tokens.  A  large  club  auction  was  held  in  October 
with  over  150  lots  plus  21  YN  lots  published  in  the  newsletter.  At  the  November  3 
meeting  President  Clegg  spoke  on  the  Paper  Money  of  Latin  America. 

Westchester  County  Coin  Club  #062 
Meets  8  p.m.  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  the  month 

at  the  Community  Meeting  Room  of  St.  Pius  X  School  on  Ramsey  Road  in  Scarsdale,  NY 
Club  mailing  address  is  P.O.  Box  272,  Mohegan  Lake,  NY  10547-0272 
Julius  Turoff,  President 

Speakers  at  the  club  have  included  Gregory  L.  Reynolds  on  the  "John  J. 
Pittman  Auction"  (June  16).  F.  Gordon  Frost  on  Sunken  Treasure:  Five  Ships,  Five 
Fortunes  (July  2 1 )  and  Jules  Turnoff  on  the  Libert y  Bell  and  related  Collectibles  (Aug. 
18.)  The  club  mourns  the  passing  of  three  distinguished  members:  Kenneth  R.  B 
Baumbusch  (June  15).  Tom  Lawless  (June  19.)  and  past  President  Ernie  Bain  (Oct.  1) 
At  each  meeting  exhibitors  share  their  hobby  interests  on  a  variety  of  interesting 
numismatic  topics. 

Hackettstown  Coin  Club  #032 

Meets  at  the  Hackettstown  Community  Center  on  Rte.  46 

on  the  fourth  Wednesday  of  the  month 

John  DeRoma,  President 

In  July,  the  club  scheduled  a  bus  trip  to  the  Smithsonian  in  Washington  DC  to 
see  the  U.S.  Mint  collection  on  display  there.  Next  summer  the  club  plans  a  trip  closer 
to  home:  Philadelphia  which  houses  the  Y2K  ANA  Convention  in  August. 

Thanks  to  the  efforts  of  Steve  Middleton.  Show  Chairman  and  several  club 
members,  the  Fall  show  held  Sunday  October  31,  Halloween,  was  a  resounding  success 
and  another  enjoyable  occasion. 

More  Club  News  on  page  7 
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Clubs  Around  the  State  (continued  from  page  6) 

THURSDAY  EVENING  CLUBS 
Bergen  County  Coin  Club,  #037 

meets  at  the  Richard  Rodda  Community  Center.  250  Colonial  Court 
(South  of  Voltee  Park),  in  Teaneck,  NJ  on  the  third  Thursday  of  the  month 
Dominic  Polimeni,  President 

At  the  October  15  meeting.  President  Polimeni  spoke  on  the  90th  Anniversary' 
of  the  Lincoln  Cent  designed  by  Victor  David  Brenner. 

the  Currency  Club  of  Chester  County  #CLM-009 
also  meets  on  the  3rd  Thursday  each  month  at  7:00  P.M. 

but  now  at  the  Borough  Hall  on  the  comer  of  Adams  and  Gay  Streets  in  West  Chester,  PA 
Norman  Aspen,  club  contact  person 

The  nominating  committee  offered  the  following  new  candidates:  For 
President.  James  Mason,  VP.  Charles  McGinnis.  The  remaining  officers  will  remain  as 
they  are  on  the  Board  of  Governors. 

SATURDAY  CLUBS 

The  Garden  State  Coin  Club  #-027 

meets  at  ST.  Luke's  Church  located  of  Rte  130  &  Highland  Ave  in  Westville,  NJ 

on  the  first  Saturday  of  the  month  at  6  P.M  (Frank  Pallante,  Sec/  Treas.  is  the  club  contact  person) 

44  adults  and  3  children  were  in  attendance  for  the  September  meeting  and 
auction.  A  big  holiday  dinner  party  meeting  is  planned  for  December. 

the  Classical  Numismatic  Society  of  Delaware  Valley 

meets  at  the  Camden  County  Library  on  MacArthur  Boulevard  in  Westmont,  NJ 
on  the  second  Saturday  of  the  month  at  1 :00  p.m. 

Dave  Miller.  Acting  President  and  Treasurer 

Last  December,  founder  and  first  President  Phil  DeVicci  passed  away.  Then 
in  April,  the  Newsletter  editor  Chris  Connell  took  on  a  new  position  out  of  the  area. 
Two  such  blows  could  have  been  devastating  to  the  club  but  now,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of 
member  Dave  Miller,  the  CNSDV  has  a  Treasurer,  Acting  President  and  newsletter 
editor  all  rolled  into  one.  The  September  meeting  featured  Peter  Lampien's  presentation 
entitled  This  Year  in  Caesarea.  At  the  October  meeting  Jack  Sal/man  spoke  on  Roman 
interaction  with  Germanic  tribes  from  the  Republic  through  the  4th  Century  and  in 
November.  Kerry  Wetterstrom  gave  a  talk  on  The  Ancient  Coin  Market. 

Clubs  Around  the  State  is  a  major  feature  of  the  Mew  Jersey  l\umismatic  Journal.  Each 
issue  incorporates  the  activities  of  fellow  numismatists  from  around  the  Tri  State  area's  23  member 
clubs.  We  invite  other  clubs  to  join  this  cavalcade  of  refreshing  numismatic  accomplishments  by 
sending  in  reports  of  your  clubs  programs.  Please  include  your  club's  meeting  address,  day  of  the  week 
and  time  of  meeting,  contact  person  and  club's  mailing  address,  and  send  to  the  editor.  P.O.  Box  605. 
Lakewood.  NJ  08701  Copy  for  the  Winter,  2000  issue  must  be  received  no  later  than  Jan  15.  2000. 
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Gallery  Mint  Museum  Reproductions:  A  New  Collecting  Opportunity 

by  Kari  Brower 

In  1992,  a  talented  engraver  named  Ron  Landis  started  a  private  Mint 
named  the  Gallery  Mint  Museum  (GMM)  whose  creed  in  their  own  words  is 
"devoted  to  the  preservation  and  advancement  of  the  numismatic  arts  and 
whose  goal  is  to  build  a  permanent  museum  that  will  illustrate  the  evolution  of 
coin  making  technology  from  Ancient  Greece  through  the  Industrial 
Revolution."  Landis  learned  his  trade  as  an  engraver  at  Gem  City  College  in 
Quincy,  Illinois. 

When  the  GMM  was  first  started  my  first  thought  was,  "Oh,  Here  is 
another  guy  trying  to  make  a  quick  buck  by  cranking  out  inferior  quality 
reproductions  of  early  American  coinage."  At  an  Ocean  County  Coin  Club 
meeting  1  saw  a  GMM  reproduction  of  a  New  Jersey  copper  in  the  monthly 
auction.  I  was  truly  amazed  at  the  superior  quality.  The  workmanship  was  so 
good  that  unless  you  were  an  expert  in  Jersey  colonials  the  only  way  you  could 
tell  it  was  a  fake  [aside  from  the  shiny  new  Red  cent-like  luster  on  the  piece] 
was  the  word  COPY  stamped  on  the  reverse.  I  was  hooked  and  after 
successfully  bidding  at  the  auction  I  found  the  dealer  who  submitted  the  lot  and 
bought  more  pieces  from  him.  I  then  got  on  the  GMM's  mailing  list  and  have 
become  a  regular  customer. 

Why  are  GMM  products  so  desirable?  In  addition  to  the  craftsmanship, 
each  reproduction  is  struck  on  the  exact  planchet  size,  thickness,  weight  and 
alloys  as  the  originals  some  200  years  ago.  The  replicas  are  struck  from  dies 
which  have  to  be  engraved  by  hand,  today  considered  almost  a  lost  art. 
Sometimes  Ron  Landis  has  to  start  his  work  all  over  again  because  the  die 
might  crack  and  break,  collapse  or  display  some  error  in  the  engraving  process. 
The  approved  finished  products  are  so  well  made  that  even  experts  and  dealers 
sometimes  consider  the  coins  to  be  genuine. 
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It  was  at  an  ANA  summer  seminar  in  Colorado  Springs  that  I 
purchased  an  eight  piece  set  of  Uncirculated  1793  14 0  and  10  reproductions. 
Ron  Landis  had  donated  them  to  the  ANA  YN  auction  which  enabled  young 
numismatists  to  attend  the  1999  Seminar  on  a  scholarship.  1  thought  that  $450 
was  a  high  price  to  pay  for  the  eight  pieces  until  I  saw  the  GMM's  May,  '99 
Collectors’  Update.  GMM  collector  Mike  Ellis  had  recently  conducted  an 
auction  and  sold  several  pieces  from  his  GMM  collection.  An  eight  piece  set  of 
the  same  copies  that  I  bought  sold  for  $720. 

Several  New  Jersey  copper  replicas  that  I  purchased  in  1997  at  an 
Ocean  County'  Coin  Club  meeting  for  only  $9.00  went  up  in  price  at  auction. 
One  of  the  1 786  specimens  sold  for  $7 1 .50.  Another  1 787  replica  realized  $22. 

I  would  like  to  point  out  that  an  original  Jersey  copper  may  sell  from  as  little  as 
$75  to  over  $1,000  or  more  depending  on  condition  and  rarity. 

The  following  is  a  partial  list  of  GMM  reproductions  sold  at  recent 
auctions  compared  to  their  original  issue  prices. 

Auction  Lot  No.  Date  and  Denomination _ Sale  Price  Prices  Realized 


#4 

1793  Half  Cent  Replica 

$4.00 

$38.50 

#5 

1796  1/20  no  pole  variety 

4.00 

27.50 

#7 

1796  140  with  pole  variety 

8.00 

72.60 

#9 

1793  Wreath  cent  copy 

8.00 

137.50 

#20 

2000  Liberty  Head  Pattern  $1.00 

25.00 

33.00 

#21 

2000  Statue  of  Liberty  Pattern  $1 

25.00 

30.00 

#22 

1796  PF.  Quarter  Eagle  with  stars 

1  10.00 

170.00 

#45 

1793  Chain  Cent  (Unc.) 

8.00 

440.00 

#46 

2000  Statue  of  Liberty  $  1 .00 

Pattern  (  Type  3)  rare! 

495.00 

[This  lot  is  a  Congressional  issue  with  a  mintage  only  200.] 

#48 

1995  Concept  dollar 

75.00 

[Some  replicas  were  never  sold  to  GMM  customers  but  were  given  away  at 
major  conventions  or  sold  through  special  auctions,  so  an  original  price  would  not  be 
applicable.] 

What  makes  GMM  reproductions  so  valuable  is  that  Ron  Landis  only 
strikes  a  limited  number  of  his  replicas  and  once  sold  out  the  only  way  to  obtain 
them  is  through  a  secondary  market.  Because  they  are  highly  collected  these 
reproductions  are  rarely  for  sale. 

Kari  Brower  has  won  numerous  numismatic  awards,  is  a  past  President  of  the  Ocean  County 
Coin  Club  and  served  as  Recording  Secretary  on  the  GSNA  Board 
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The  Mystery  of  the  Ages:  The  Star  Of  Bethlehem 

A  Book  Review  by  Ron  Thompson 

For  over  two  millennia  mankind  has  been  searching  for  a  scientific 
explanation  of  the  Star  of  Bethlehem.  Was  it  a  comet?  Was  it  a  supernova?  Was 
it  the  coming  together  of  two  or  more  planets?  Why  did  only  the  three  wise  men 
see  it?  No  one  theory  seemed  to  give  an  answer  that  didn't  require  a  lot  of  faith 
or  a  stretching  of  the  facts.  Now  through  Numismatics,  Astronomy  and 
Astrology,  the  most  plausible  explanation  has  been  developed  by  fellow  Garden 
State  numismatist.  Michael  Molnar.  Mike  is  an  astronomer  and  physicist.  He  is 
also  a  collector  of  ancient  Roman  coins,  particularly  those  with  astrological 
signs  on  them. 

The  genesis  of  the  story  was  Mike's  fascination  with  a  Roman  coin 
from  the  early  first  century  AD.  from  the  city  of  Antioch.  The  coin  had  a  ram 
looking  over  its  shoulder  at  a  star.  In  astrological  terms,  the  coin  represented  a 
zodiac  sign  for  Aries  and,  as  it  turns  out,  Aries  at  the  time  of  Christ's  birth,  was 
the  sign  for  Judea.  That  simple  discovery  led  Mike  to  study  and  investigate  the 
astrology  of  Christ's  time. 

Mike  details  his  research  in  a  book  written  for  general  audiences.  The 
Star  of  Bethlehem:  The  Legacy  of  the  Magi.  Mike  introduces  astrological  terms 
such  as  conjunction,  exaltation,  heliacal  rising,  mid-heaven,  occultation , 
along  with  many  other  terms  which  the  Magi  understood  as  men  of  science  in 
their  day. 

Based  on  the  evidence  presented,  it  is  clear  that  an  astrological  event 
of  incredible  portent,  that  of  the  signaling  of  a  regal  birth  in  Judea,  occurred  on 
April  17  in  the  year  6  BC.  The  event,  while  visible  to  the  people  of  Judea,  was 
not  something  of  a  spectacular  nature  but  nonetheless  was  observed  as 
significant  by  the  astrologers  of  that  day.  Was  this  event  the  Star  of  Bethlehem 
signaling  the  birth  of  Jesus? 

The  Star  of  Bethlehem  is  125  pages  of  easy  reading  with  over  50 
additional  pages  of  supportive  information.  There  are  four  appendices  for  those 
interested  in  a  deeper  knowledge  of  Astrology.  Included  is  a  chronology  of 
relevant  events  spanning  the  period  from  1000  BC  to  533  AD  Footnotes,  a 
comprehensive  bibliography  and  index  along  with  a  glossaries  covering 
Astronomy,  Astrology,  and  Numismatics  are  provided.  All  in  all  the  Star  of 
Bethlehem  is  a  thoroughly  enjoyable  and  fascinating  book,  worthy  of  being 
added  to  your  library.  The  book  is  available  from  Rutgers  University  Press  in 
Piscataway,  NJ  or  Amazon.com  and  most  major  book  sellers. 

Ron  Thompson  is  a  past  Treasurer  ofGSNA  and  a  collector  iflnaugural  Medals 
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What's  Happening  With  the  NJ  Sales  Tax  Issue? 

A  Report  by  Spencer  Peck 


As  you  may  be  aware,  the  October,  1997  Eastern  States 
Numismatic  Association  (ESNA)  Convention  at  the  South  Jersey 
Expo  Center  in  Pennsauken  saw  a  confrontation  between 
representatives  of  the  Camden  office  of  the  Sales  Tax  Division  and 
several  out  of  state  dealers  regarding  New  Jersey  Sales  Taxes.  This 
was  widely  publicized  in  the  numismatic  press  and  has  resulted  in 
many  out  of  state  delaers  withdrawing  from  participation  in  New 
Jersey  shows.  Because  of  the  educational  missions  of  both  GSNA 
and  ESNA,  it  is  important  to  have  the  widest  possible  participation 
in  New  Jersey  shows  and  conventions. 

Currently  24  states  exempt  rare  coins  and  precious  metals 
from  sales  and  use  taxes.  New  Jersey  has  four  such  states  in  close 
proximity:  Maryland,  Delaware,  New  York  and  Connecticut  which 
adversely  affects  New  Jersey  trade.  Bill  Horton,  President  of  ESNA, 
Spencer  Peck,  a  GSNA  Club  Representative,  Diane  Piret  of  the 
Industry  Council  for  Tangible  Assets  (ICTA)  and  Glen  Beebee, 
Deputy  Director  of  the  NJ  Assembly  Majority  Office  and  Chairman 
of  the  New  Jersey  Quarter  Commission  have  prepared  a  bill  which 
will  bring  NJ  into  substantial  conformity  with  the  other  24  states. 
Senator  Robert  E.  Littell  of  the  24th  District  (Franklin)  has  agreed  to 
sponsor  this  bill. 

At  this  point,  the  fiscal  implications  of  the  bill  are  being 
evaluated  by  the  legislative  fiscal  analysts.  There  is  no  firm  date  for 
legislative  action  yet.  This  can  move  quickly  or  slowly  based  on  a 
number  of  factors  unique  to  the  legislative  process.  When  the  bill 
has  received  a  legislative  "docket"  number  we  will  distribute 
postcards  and  petitions  to  members  and  dealers  to  urge  passage 
of  the  bill.  Your  help  at  this  crucial  last  step  is  very  important,  so 
stay  tuned. 

Spencer  Peck,  is  a  long  time  GSNA  member,  a  numismatist  of  renown  and  estate  appraiser. 
He  has  served  as  GSNA  Recording  Secretary  from  1993  through  1996.  He  was  one  of  the  appointees  on 
Governor  Whitman's  State  Quarter  Advisory  Committee  and  is  currently  Club  Representative  to  the 
GSNA  from  the  New  Jersey  Numismatic  Society.  The  GSNA  appreciates  Spencer's  efforts  on  behalf  of 
NJ,  NY,  PA  and  DE  collectors,  dealers  and  this  organization  Please  write  to  your  NJ  legislative 
representatives  in  support  of  this  legislation 
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What  are  these  coins:  colonials,  early  U.S.  cent  patterns,  hard  times 
tokens,  store  cards?  In  a  manner  of  speaking  you  could  call  them  colonials  and 
hard  times  tokens.  If  you've  looked  through  a  Krause-Mishler  Standard 
Catalogue  of  World  Coins  (19th  Century  Edition)  you  will  find  them  in  the 
Mexican  Coins  section  under  the  denomination  Pilon  or  Tlaco ,  Spanish  terms 
for  token.  Since  they  were  issued  under  the  aegis  of  King  Ferdinand  VII  of 
Spain,  these  copper  pieces  (despite  their  token  nomenclature)  were  legitimate 
coins  of  the  realm  and  to  this  day  remain  something  of  a  mystery. 

My  interest  in  Latin  American  colonials  and  early  19th  century 
Republican  silver  and  gold  coins  was  driven  by  the  knowledge  that  they  enjoyed 
legal  tender  status  in  the  U.S. A.  until  1857.  The  fact  that  one  could  acquire  a 
Choice  VF  Pillar  or  Portrait  8  Reals  at  a  fraction  of  the  cost  of  a  Bust  dollar 
served  to  heighten  my  interest  further.  From  there  it  was  a  small  step  to  collect 
the  minor  silver  coinage  and  more  recently  I  began  to  include  copper  coins  as 
well.  The  copper  coins  and  tokens  probably  never  reached  our  shores.  In  fact, 
these  bronze  baubles  were  never  popular  with  the  native  populations  in  the 
Latin  American  countries  especially  throughout  the  era  of  Spanish  rule  and 
were  only  used  out  of  necessity  in  the  struggle  for  independence  during  the  19th 
Century  teen  years. 

With  the  exception  of  Brazil,  Latin  American  copper  coins  from 
Colonial  times  through  1857  seldom  surface  in  any  grade  and  when  they  do, 
often  appear  poorly  struck,  crude  or  both.  So,  it  was  with  considerable  surprise 
that  at  the  Spring,  1997  AT  International  1  came  across  an  XF/AU  specimen 
of  a  Mexican  %  (Tlaco)  of  Ferdinand  VII  dated  1815.  This  late  colonial 
milled-edge  copper  coin,  about  the  size  of  a  British  farthing  and  slightly  larger 
than  our  small  cent,  depicts  the  Bourbon  Crown  above  a  looped  ornamental 
wreath  shaped  like  a  lyre  but  suggesting  a  backwards  and  forwards  ornate  F, 
[possibly  for  Ferdinand].  At  the  left  is  the  mint  mark  monogram  o/M  for  the 
Mexico  City  Mint.  The  Roman  numeral  VII  centered  and  the  denomination  V* 
at  right  for  uno  cuarto.  Surrounding  this  device  is  the  legend:  ferd  vie  dg.  HISP 
REX.  (Ferd.  VII  by  the  grace  of  God.  King  of  Spain  and  the  Indies). 
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The  reverse  of  the  coin  portrays  the  Bourbon  Coat  of  Arms  with 
diagonal  quads  depicting  a  castle  and  lion  supported  by  four  ornaments  and 
centered  with  a  fleur-de-lis  framed  in  a  small  oval.  Surrounding  this  central 
device  are  twelve  leaves,  each  with  three  berries  in  triangular  formations  at  the 
head;  thereby  giving  the  impression  of  twelve  flies  or  worse,  tiny  roaches.  There 
is  no  legend.  The  coin  is  listed  in  the  Krause-Mishler  Catalogue  as  KM-63  and 
was  struck  in  1814,  '15  and  '16.  While  labeled  V i  (Tlaco),  it  is  denominated  as 
1/8  Real  and  was  worth  slightly  more  than  Wi 0  in  U.S.  at  the  time  of  its 
issuance.  Earlier  editions  of  the  K-M  catalogue  going  back  to  the  early  1980’s 
and  late  ’70's  interpreted  the  !4  as  meaning  quartillo  or  %  Real.,  (i.e.,  3.12'/20). 

Encouraged  by  this  unexpected  find,  I  scoured  the  bourse  floor  for  the 
larger  coin,  [struck  from  1814-16  and  again  in  1821]  but  to  no  avail.  Whenever  I 
would  attend  a  major  show;  (e.g.,  the  1997  NY  ANA,  Baltimore,  GSNA  or  NY 
International,)  1  would  always  check  dealers  of  Latin  American  coinage  looking 
for  the  2/4  (Tlaco).  None  appeared.  Ads  and  Auction  catalogues  availed  me 
nothing.  Those  dealers  who  knew  of  the  coin  related  the  same  litany.  "Oh,  1 
used  to  carry  a  few  of  these  around.  Real  cheap!  But  coming  to  think  of  it,  1 
haven't  seen  one  in  quite  a  wtiile." 

Then  one  day  in  early  April,  1  received  a  catalogue  from  an  outfit  in 
California  which  puts  out  two  mail  bid  auctions  a  year  six  months  apart.  Every 
lot  [including  those  with  multiple  coins]  was  pictured  with  life-size  clear  glossy 
black  and  white  photos.  I  thumbed  my  way  through  to  the  Latin  American 
section  and  there,  big  and  bold,  was  a  photo  of  the  large  cent-  size  2/4  (Tlaco) 
dated  1816  described  as  A/VF.  My  bid  was  successful.  The  current  Krause 
Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins  denominates  the  2/4  tlaco  at  !4  Real  or  3. 120 
U.S.  while  the  aforementioned  earlier  editions  list  it  as  a  2/4  Real;  (i.e.,  XA 
Real)  or  6!40.  No  explanation  has  been  given  by  the  editors  for  the  changes. 

Tlaco(s)  or  pilone s  (Hacienda  tokens)  of  this  period  were  not  of  any 
established  weight  or  fineness  -even  for  copper,  and  many  of  the  private  issuers 
failed  to  stand  behind  them.  As  a  result,  merchants  would  not  always  accept 
them  for  goods.  These  Ferdinand  VII  copper  coins  were  intended  to  counter  this 
practice  and  to  establish  parity  in  exchange  for  small  silver  coins  such  as  the  'A 
Real  (or  quartillo),  half  real  and  real,  up  to  a  specified  limit.  There  is  one  smaller 
denomination  called  an  1/8  (Pilon)  equivalent  to  1/16  Real  or  340;  (1/8  Real  in 
the  older  editions.)  It  remains  un-plated  in  Krause.  All  three  coins  are  listed  in 
the  $35  to  $50  range  in  VF;  ($  1 1 5-$  1 50  in  XF)  but  seldom  surface  in  any 
grade.  If  they're  that  relatively  inexpensive,  where  are  they?  Still  a  mystery! 
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GSNA  Speakers'  Bureau 

Below  is  a  partial  listing  of  GSNA  speakers  and  their  topics  to  be  updated  in  future  issues. 
Contact  Ray  Williams  (See  below,)  for  further  details. 


Christopher  T.  Connell 
Harry  Garrison 

David  Gladfelter 

Greg  Heim 

William  H.  Horton,  Jr. 
David  Lange 

Spencer  Peck 

Arno  Safran 

Ray  Williams 

Byzantine  Coins 

Canadian  Coins 

NJ  Obsolete  Paper  Money  and  Scrip 

Red  Book  Half  Cent  Varieties 

U.S.  Large  Bank  Notes 

British  Coinage  of  Early  19th  to  Mid  20th  Century 
The  NJ  State  Quarter 

U.S.  Type  and  Foreign  Legal  Tender  in  U.S. 
New  Jersey  Coppers 

1999  -  2001  GSNA  Officers 


GSNA  President 

Robert  Beels,  Jr. 

P.O.  Box  1281 

E.  Stroudsburg,  PA  18301 

Bob  presides  over  GSNA  Board  meetings  and  is  the  person  to 
contact  about  GSNA  activities. 

GSNA  1st  Vice  President 
Frank  Dolan 

P.O.  Box  78 

Delaware  Water  Gap,  PA  18237 

As  1st  Vice  President,  Frank  presides  at  meetings  in  the 
President's  absence.  He  is  the  person  to  contact  if  you  or  your 
club  needs  to  accomplish  a  numismatic  goal.  He  may  refer  you 
to  another  if  he  cannot  help  you  himself. 

GSNA  2nd  Vice  President 

Ray  Williams 

924  Norway  Avenue 
Trenton,  NJ  08629 

Ray  is  in  charge  of  GSNA  slide  and  Video  programs,  the 
Speakers'  Bureau  and  GSNA  Certificates  for  Speakers  and  other 
Awards  of  Recognition.  Contact  Ray  if  you  need  a  Club 
program  or  if  YOU  are  willing  to  speak  to  other  GSNA  clubs. 

GSNA  Corresponding  Secy. 
Jim  Majoros 

65  -  16th  Street 

Toms  River,  NJ  08753 

Jim  is  in  charge  of  GSNA  publicity  and  public  relations.  He  is 
also  responsible  for  maintaining  our  membership  rolls.  Contact 
him  for  Change  of  Address,  membership  renewals,  new 
memberships,  news  releases.  Membership  info  is  confidential. 

GSNA  Recording  Secretary 
Peter  Wacker 

1321  Mallard  Drive 
Martinsville,  NJ  08836 

Pete  records  the  minutes  of  GSNA  Board  Meetings  and  is 
custodian  of  the  records  of  the  association. 

GSNA  Treasurer 

Tom  Hyland 

P.O.  Box  26 
Glenwood,  NJ  07418 

Tom  maintains  the  financial  records  of  the  Association 
including  all  publicly  available  information.  The  audits  of  the 
GSNA  financial  records  are  available  for  inspection  by  all 
members. 

Amo  Safran,  NJNJ  editor 
P.O.  Box  605 
Lakewood,  NJ  08701 

As  editor  of  the  New  Jersey  Numismatic  Journal,  Amo  is  the  person  to 
send  articles  for  publication  or  news  and  events  of  your  club. 
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GSNA  Welcomes  its  New  Members 


Tom  Bush.  R- 1412 
Harold  Thomas.  R- 1415 
August  Fietk.au.  R- 1418 
Joe  Byrne.  R-1422 
Stephen  Searle.  R- 1 425 
J.  William  ERb.  R-1428 
Robert  Witkovvskv.  R-1431 


Sheldon  Rosenspan.  RI4I3 
Harry  Heinold,  R- 1416 
Walter  Chiney.  R-1420 
Frank  Fazzari.  R- 1 423 
Chris  Gould.  R-1426 
William  Modgla,  R-1429 
Frederick  Erickson.  R- 1 432 


Albert  Davis,  R 1 4 1 4 
Louis  Navarra  R- 1417 
Spencer  Schneider,  R-I42I 
Cezar  Dumago.  R-1424 
Robert  Hammond.  R - 1 4 2 7 
Paul  Friedman.  R-1430 


WANTED!! 

Donations  For  YN's 
of  Coin  Catalogs,  Books  and 

COINS  such  as  Indian  Heads, 
Buffaloes,  Proof/Mint  Sets  and 
Foreign  as  well  as  Paper  Money 
as  needed  for  our  annual  auction 

for  Juniors 

at  our  25th  Anniversary 
Convention 
June  1-3,  2000 

Please  give  them  to  any  GSNA  board 
member  at  coin  clubs  OR  call 

Jim  Majoros  (732)-255-6911 


NJNJ  Advertising  Rates 

Full  page  inside  cover  $100 
Full  page  elsewhere  75 

Two  full  pages  -centerfold  175 
Half  page  40 

Quarter  page  25 

Photo-ready  copy  for  next  issue 
due  Jan.  15,2000 
Send  to  Editor,  c/o  P.O.  Box  605, 
Lakewood,  NJ  08701 

-Prices  subject  to  change- 

GSNA  Member  Club's  Show  Ads  FREE! 


Toffl  Hyland 

Collector  Coins 

Fair  prices  paid  for  your 
collection  of  U.S. Coins 

I  need  type  coins,  key  dates, 
dollars,  copper,  gold, 
commems,  love  tokens,  etc. 

Call  for  an  appointment 
or  meet  me  at  a  coin  show. 
ANA  EAC  GSNA  NJNS 
P.O.  Box  26  Glenwood,  NJ  07418 
Telephone:  973  -  875-7926 
Fax  your  want  list:  973-875-7364 
Email:  TASH@tapnet.net 


New  Editor  Sought  for 
New  Jersey  Numismatic  Journal 
When  For  Vol.  25,  No.  2 
April  May,  June,  2000  edition 

For  information-  Contact  Amo  Saltan 
75057.670@compuserve.com  or 
write:c/o  P.O.  Box  605, 
Lakewood,  NJ  08701 
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Individual  Membership  $10  Club  Membership  $15  Junior  (under  18)  $3 
Membership  Dues  MUST  accompany  this  Application.  Mail  to: 
GSNA,  do  Jim  Majoros,  65  -  16th  Street,  Toms  River,  NJ  08753 


